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JULIA FRIEDMANTS ARFISTIE

lhhpﬁtlnmﬁhhhshmmingmmumﬁmhnhhmm
arts and academic communities. And it’s no wonder that brifliant minds are attracted to the
Mhnnnﬂhhdﬂu{mﬁuﬂﬂdlngmhﬂuturﬂhuphﬂﬂrﬂﬂﬂwl

arts and busingss districts. It sesms everywhesa you tum, something new is
m»-—am @ jazz verwe, another fine art gallery.
H:tn!lpﬁ.mﬂﬂﬂhtﬂuutfuhﬂgﬂmmtﬂﬂﬂﬂnmmﬁmﬂﬂrﬁd
mﬂﬂtmﬂwnﬂnmnﬂnﬁmm

scmadinglhy it - yet-vend | knewn, Asizona State Laveritys visiting
pﬂmimhmhﬁ:ﬁm i 2




A1 ASU's Herbanges Inetifute for Diesign and the Az, Friedman tesches several courses, seminas and lactures oovering tha
Eﬂmﬂ-ﬁﬂﬁlmmhmﬂﬁhmm.BmFruﬁmhﬂiuﬁmﬂh'ﬂhuﬂ‘mtiﬂ
Wieelesn At in Eropa,

Friecman has had an inlerssting, coss-ghobal teaching and arl criticism career, having |ived in East Asia and Buope, and
taught and lectured at almost a doren different cofleges and universities. She is an ssset to the Arizona art community,
haring a waalth of fresh inowledge and associations from so many far stretches of the giobe.

¥Whila her résumé, TV is extensiva and vaned, Friedman's focus has alt bean on modemist and conlemporary antists and
scholdars. She recently published an @ustiated monograph on Ressian modamist writer Aleksed Ramizm, Geyond Spmbalam
fo Serealem: Aleres Remizov's Syibese Art, and is currendly working on another about San Francisco artist Wally Hadrick,
Har work on Romizoy was the colmination of mone than 14 years of research and writing about the connection and
iniflwence of Russian emigration and European Modemism,

Whan Friedman was in gradusate school st Brovwn, she wiote a paper sbout nationalism and Ruseian rode A3 2 testamen]
1o har resaarch and presentation skill, har ossay was picked up and furned into & chapiar in ths book Coemag Susse
| gress wp in thie Soviet Linion, and when | was a child, my parents said things ke, 'Don't repeat anyshing that you haar in
the houza * Bust by the time | was 15, everything changed,” she sy
“When | was a teenager m Russsa, | mally hit a lecky tme. It was a perod when the Fussian aliemative scena was really

. | weant o aveny concart | could from about 1996 fo 1985." Some of the most indleential Russian nock bands that
shie fodlpwed included Alvaraen, Kino, Alksa, Tkl Ma, and Nol. “After Perestrofa, 2l of it becama free and public. Before
that, all of therss concests wasn up in people’s apartmants. And afteravards, Sy wens in ook clubs.”

"It was an amanng lime bo ba a teenager You know, the typecal tima whan you rebel? Well, | was too distracted 1o rebal,
Ebecauza the whols country was changing,” Friedman says.

i P Doy oy Fripcdman ombracod hor iruo calling, Whon tho was sbout 12 yoars old, sho haard about & program
ol the 511 Hormitage Museum in Russia, one of the lamest ant museums in tha waoild, in whach scholars would b
ectumad, comperebansivaly, on an history. Sha asked har parents and with thair peemission, she enmilkd. She stodied for
thres hows a week st Hermitage Museum until she was 17 years old.

“This program was intanse!” Friadman says, “They just have such an axtensn collection, For instance, whils thiry wees
kecturing you on Rembrandt, they would actually 1ake you around the museum and shaw you Rembrandt. Thess wara

Manirng |13



no slides; i was all just discussion. That was the

besginnang. Lated, | ended up doing art history whan
I got to the United States.”

Firieschmaan cama 10 th Uested States as teenager When
she amived, she did not speak a word of English. Sha
mioved directly o tha Midwest and wes lvng with her
boydriand at e tme and slafed har collage education
at Madison Asea Community Coliege in Wisconsin. Then
she trevmsfemed to medical school at ape 19, attending
Linrrersity of Wisconsm.
Hhﬂxﬂnmhh&?ﬁﬁqhufaﬂkﬂfu
tinchors, Iw“hu Wil 3 AtumpRion
e m&'ﬁ.m1ﬁmmlw
out of medical school feicn.”™ sha says.

A that point sha kniww s should go with har irug
pssaon—it. Sha changed hir courswork b0 & double
major in anl hislony and Russian hiterature. Friedman
comploted hoe Phi) im art hestory st Brown Univorsity
i 2005, Sho has lectured a1 Stankard, Univrsity of
Orogon, and the Courtauld instinse of At in London.
“1iam angueng, essentially, that in Modemesm an
artists does not just work in one medium, Modemism
ia reafly medium beeaching. You can see, &5 with
Ramizav, how & writer can also bacoms a visual
artist—a sculplorn, a painter and mome. ™

{Ona of the dynamic things that Friesdman did in
hat classsnom sl semasiar was round up sreral
speakeri—specialists on art history, curators and
aciua] astists—and hove roundtable discussions via
Shypa lva in class.

“lialso Eeought in a woman wha had mededed in the
late "Bls for all of the major San Francizco artists
|at the tima].~ The modal was Clauds i
somaond who had been a friend of Friodman's, bt
whom she'd lost contact with. Friedman says sha ran
into Charrang at an art event and fourd ot that she
i oW @ vetarinarian [ving in Phoeniz,

A Pew yaaus ago, Friedman found hansl Iving,
writing, and taaching in Lspan. “When | was in Japan
fir theea years, | was waiting for Amfram, 50 | was in
the stang,” sha sy

“Firs1 | was waorking for Templa University and then
Liatimow Codlege where | wars beaching modem and
mwmwlmmw-mm
huranitios departmont,” she Savs.

Iy 3008 10 2004, Friedman spent the year doing

resaarch at tha Uiniversity of Tokyo, Thene sha
relationships with members of Tokyo's

art workd. She has been woeking on an ar exchangs

M ishone

project with University of Tokyo and ASL, bt it is
currantyy on hold awating funding

“Alar Fulssshima, if was clear that | had o ez |
have & som, wha i now fuming 10, ha was eight at
e tima, ™ Haor son is Alaxanded, Sasha for short, “In
Japan | had a Tull-time professar posiion,” Friedman
ey, 1 haed 1o nesign.”

“Thaw iz a really impostant arist collective
Chim|Pom of five young pecple, and they have

b diodng really interesting work, performance,
installtion and some sculpture,” Frisdman says.
“Thiry had thres or four shoves before Fukushima
viend [dangarcasly atomic),” she says. '.ﬁ.rﬂﬂmlw
did iy o foar mong around thi topic of atomics.”
Shir was planming 1o bring theen i ASU A Mussun,
bist theerm wis i issin wath fundasing and this i
vihire the peoject was hahied. “ASU has a resdency, bul
ven still oo 10 vy for plans tickats,” she aplains:

Fridman says that hor inial plan was to birg
Chim|Pom 10 ASL for two weeks 10 do a residency
and site-specific mstallation. They alzo had
anangamants 1o iravel o Ninw Moxito and visit the
Lirs Al nuckaal test Sa, bo T the disastes
Fulshima to the grane stage of American hestony
whin devaloping nuclesr sms was paramount

"I broe weitian about Japanose & quite & bt and |
curated an ahibil in Sngapon with a Japanese artist
Chihino Kabata,” Friedman says. In 2000, Fredman
haylpeeed promate Kabata's show Srarasmhens— Fracng
the "SR, " featuring numarous fanga-scala works of
ballpoind pan on paper. This axhikst was curabed by
Tokye miga-mind Masayuli Tanaks,

Fiiedman confirmes to maintan bar English language
blogy covering modem.day Japanese conlemporany
an, Contermpoeary Art Tokyo (Woedpress o),
aithaugh she s nat updated il in sama ime
“Bofore | Japan]. | was in England in Durham res
Mewscastle working on my book,” sha sys. " was
thest for two years, changing mry dissertation into
a manuzcript " Frisdman peoduced the 230-paga
monagraph of Alexei Remizov, a Russian modarmist
variter who became an illustrator. 5he is
prosud of the published result. The book is ful of
dindens of color illustrations.

Anothar of her projects invalves Wally Hedrick, a
San Francisco artist rom the 19505 onweed who
it & mavedicl in the an world. He did really imigue
assamblages, flag paintings b=fore Jasper Johns and
sl f-dastructing sculpture work bafiore Tingley. “Ha
wias the first parson bo organine a public reading of
Himen, It all started in Wally's gallany.” Friadman says.

Sh i very enthusiastic sbout Hendrick and recsdvad
# grai from Gety, "He is the most imponant peobist
artist, just increcible. Throwsheen his life, he kept
rearrveniing himseH. During the Vietram War, he
painted ower many ol his pieces in black, & o war
protasl. Whenever | sa an éxbabation that | think
dessrves recognition, | pisch it.

1 also have & blog in Haffngron Fosr. in's as reqular
a5 Lwant @ 10 be.” Ona of her recant stories stamed a
cortmversy surmunding the Macelis Duchamp Priza,
France's top prize for contemporany art. Through har
owin reseerch and analysis, Frisdman discovesnd that
tha 2005 recipient of e pror Marce! Duchamp Clawde
Claskoy had been ripping off an Amernican antist LG
Williams, possibly for the last 15 years. Friedman posied
this sory 4o (¢ Aafingron frer, and within tao wisks it
wins the mast read and shared amiclo on the site.

Maryy pecple fought hack or denied her claim. But the
inhanent question That her articlo raised was not only
abonn authoeship—a wont oven dosger, The articlo was
questioning tho very ethoz of the Marcalle Duchamp
prina. Was if infendad to honar th bast artist in all
of Franca? Or was tha award mean to hano! tos
infexation—onginality and creativity? If it was meant

b b i i of the Lafter, Shen tha whals system
might need rethinking. “Peoples really werent hapmwy
to s8a Hhis becausa il lond of undermines the whiala
gysiem,” she says of her exposs.

Papple started 1o verile emails that her posting was a
hoax and that the Amencan anisl she had discoverad
didd not exist, that she had fatwicated him. Thara's no
vy such blatant plagiarsm could have ocomred, ey
claimed Yet, the proof was right there, lined up side-ty-
siddar, b thesr eyes, with tha dates 1o prove that LG
Wil liawres el dione if first. Frisdiman had uncoversd it “if
| hued thinner skin, | probisbly would have beon upset. But
a8 il I8, it's just kind of bizame. | maan, | coenpans images
Toor & Irvin). 50 1 I wedalt Ty Eallong albout, ™ she says.

After many yaars of moving around, Arizona feeh
likis Foter paemanant boma, Her son Sasha loves the
sureTy wirathar and has takon 1o ing lessons
Ha is enjoying Be at his new schoal | like ths placs,
Is complately @ the weathar ks perfect
about 80 parcont ol tha tims,” the says.

Friadman also has a place in Los Angeles. and she
spends a lot of time travaling back and forth. At
pregant, she's working on & geeco about tha current
Wads Guyton axhibition at the Whitrsy in MNew York
for Muagtnn Pt

For mora of Frasdman's weiting and ideas about
art, visi Armforae magainig onling and Afngron
Pt Sha also mamtaing an an discussion biog at
Juliafriedman net. I



